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moved organs and filled, crowned and bridged teeth.
Moreover, although there are no records to tell us
what percentage of the patients died, yet we know
from skeletons and skulls that many of the most se-
rious operations were entirely successful. Large
numbers of skulls have been found which have been
trepanned, the area of bone removed varying from a
very small amount less than a half-inch in diameter
to huge pieces several inches square. Apparently
the prehistoric surgeon considered trepanning a sort
of universal cure-all, if we are to judge from the
number of such skulls known. But it must be re-
membered that head wounds were, no doubt, the com-
monest type of injuries received by races whose
weapons were largely axes, maces and slings. At any
rate, despite the crude instruments used and the fact
that in many cases the section of skull was removed
by hacking, chipping or sawing the bone with sharp
stones, the patients often survived. Many of the
skulls show the bone healed about the edges of the
incisions. It is difficult to say whether we should be
more astonished at the skill or rather temerity of these
prehistoric surgeons or at the fortitude of their pa-
tients who underwent the unspeakable agonies and
tortures of such surgery and still survived.
A great many of the vessels are also of the so-
called erotic type. In these every known form of
social and solitary vice is portrayed with a realism
and frankness that would put our most questionable
sex plays and novels to shame, and which outdo any
medical work. The purpose of these is as puzzling as
the other forms described. Some claim that they
were merely obscene and prove the makers morally a